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Ss: MATT H. xxvi. 41. 
l The former part of the Verſe. ] 


Watch and ns 22h , that Je enter not into 
Temptation. 


HE S E are the Words of 
our . Saviour to his Diſciples, 
who being convinc'd that 

mi the Hour was aproaching, 

e and the Time drawing nigh, 

in which he was to be de- 

Nees into the hands of wicked Men, and 

to endure the Contradiction of Sinners, came 

out with a full Purpoſe and Reſolution, 
of attending their Lord and Maſter to the 

Place where he was to be crucified. 

We find in the former part of this Cha after, 
that when he was celebrating the Paſſover, 
and had told them that one of them thould 
betray him, they were * with Aſtoniſn- 
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> ä . 
ment, became exceeding ſorrowful, and be- 
Fan every one of them to ſay unto him, Lord 1s 
r They were fo confident of their on In- 
tegrity, and had ſuch a firm perſwaſion of their 
unthaken Conftancy and Fidelity, in adhering 
to their Beloved Maſter, that they could not 
imagine, how any of their number, who had 
been perpetual Witneſſes of his holy Life, 
powerful Doctrine, and ſtupenduous Miracles, 
could be acceſſory to a Crime of ſo mon- 
ſtrous a Nature, a Treachery of ſo horrid and 
abomjpable an Aſpect; nay, they were ſo Se- 
cure A their own Behaviour, fo conſcious to 
themſelves of tlie Sincerity of their Affections 
and Inclinations to ſerve under the Banner of 
the great Captain of their Salvation, that they 
were reſolv d to keep at the greateſt diſtance, 
from Deſert ion and Infidelity, by following him 
 whereſoever he went. Thus, when Jeſus told 
them, in the 31ſt Verſe, All of you ſball be . 
fended becauſe of Me this Night, the wo: ir 
Hall be ſmitten, and the Sheep of the Flock fball 
be ſcatter d; Peter anſwered and ſaid unto 
him, '7ho' all Men ſhall be offended becauſe of 
thee, yet will T never be offended. And when 
our Saviour, in order to abate that. confident 
and exalted opinion he entertain d of hunſelf, 
aſſur d him in theſe words, This Night before 
the Cock crow, thou ſbalt deny me thrice ; he re- 
turn'd this poſitive and peremptory Anſwer, 
To I fbould die with thee, yet will I not deny 
the. And ſo ſaid all the reſt of the Diſciples. 


But 


(3) 

But how ſoon did the Event baffle thoſe 
vigorous Reſolutions, how eafily were all 
thoſe flames of Zeal and Fervor extinguiſhed? 
For when our Saviour went into Gethſemane, 
where the preface to his Sufferings began, 
when the warm and celeſtial Influences ſeem'd 
to be ſuſpended, and he was under that dread- 
ful Preſſure, which made Him, the Meekeſt 
and moſt Patient of Men, {ſweat great Drops 
of Blood, and caſt him into that inexplicable 
Agony, the Horror whereof is beyond the 
comprehenſion of any but His who felt it, 
inſomuch that he told his Diſciples, Mun 
is exceeding ſorromful even unto Death; what 
Impreſſion did all this produce upon them? 
how much did their Care and Vigilance di- 
miniſh, as his Pains and Agonies increaſed, fo 
that they could not watch with him one hour? 
Thus, as we are told in the 39th Verſe, when 
pe og 2 little farther 2 fell 2 Face, 
and prayed, ſaying, O my Father, if it be poſſible, 
let this 8 125 ja 35 500 450 + as T 

will, but as thou wilt: he came afterwards ti 

his Diſciples, and found them aſleep, in a 

_ Careleſs and unconcerned Poſture, altogether = 
unaffected with a ſenſe, either of the Sorrows _ 
he had lately undergone, or thoſe he was 
ready to be expoſed to: Upon which he 
awak d them from this Sleep of Security, 
and gave them an Exhortation in the words 
of the Text, (to be ſure) much more ne- 


; 6cſlary for every one of us than for them, 
B 2 RR...» 
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Watch and Pray, that. 5955 enter not into 
ee „ Jr ond, *— 


In ſpeaking t to which words, I ſhall ew 4 
you, | 


| Firf, The great Dangers we are 404 to, 
TOs the Lemprations that aſſault us. 


eme What are the proper Methods 
we muſt take to maſter and overcome them. 
And our Saviour has told us, in the words of 
the ert, that this is to be done by Watching 
-and Praying. And both theſe will naturally 
bring me, in the Third and laſt place, to Con- 
clude all with an ADEN ſuitable to the 
en, Occaſion. And, SA , 


EM | 8 
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TY 1 ſhall conſider the great barer we are 

expos d to, from the Temptations that aſſault 
us. And this will appear undeniably true, if 
we only reflect upon theſe two different ſorts 
e have to contend with, and what great Dif- 
Me gi we muſt ſurmount, in order to reſiſt 
8 . them. 
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The if, are ſuch 15 are Wicht d our Selves, E 
and ariſe 1 the Corruption of our Natures. 3 


The ad. are thoſe which ys from the 
force K een. {608 4 
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And 1ſt. as to thoſe Temptations that are. 
within our Selves, and ariſe from the Corrup- 
tion of our Natures. ö 7 DIET fo, 
We might promiſe our ſelves a confider- 


able degree of Succeſs, and hope to come off 


Victorious in our Conflicts with Temptations, 
if we had no Enemy within our ſelves to 
betray us, to lay us open, and to diſcover our 
Meakneſſes. But how great a Hazard do's a 
Man run in this Spiritual Warfare, when, in 
order to obtain a Victory, he muſt not only 
contend with foreign Enemies, but likewiſe 
fight with himſelf, lay, as it were, violent 
hands upon his own Nature, and overcome 
the ſtrongeſt Propenſions and Inclinations of 
his qwn Heart? n n 
By the Sin and Diſobedience of our Firſt 
Parents, we loſt that Original Rectitude, Which 
would otherwiſe have deſcended upon their 
Poſterity; and inſtead thereof, we derive from 
our Fathers, and tranſmit to our Deſcendents, 
that Contagion which infects the whole Race 
of Mankind, and makes the imaginations of the 
thoughts of our hearts run in oppoſition to 


the Duties of Religion, and only evil 3 


From hence proceeds that Pravity and Perverſe 


neſs in our Wills and Affections; that Natural 
Inclinat ion to Evil, and Averſion to Good; 


thoſe violent Luſts and Paſſions which rebel 
againſt our Reaſon, and oppoſe the Dictates of 
Conſcience and Religion. The Sou is become, 
in a great meaſure, ubject to, and dependent 
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this will convince us, that we can never 
| 3 thin 


1 


| on the Body, it relies wholly on the Authority 
of the Senſes, and is ready to follow the Mo- 


tions and Impreſſions of Corporeal Objects; we 


reaſon from wrong Principles, we embrace 


that for Good, which is only ſo in appearance, 
and our Actions follow the Errors of our 
Judgment and Will; Pleaſure debauches ou 
Underſtanding, Intereſt bribes our Reaſon, and 
the preſent Gratifications of Senſe, deprive us 
of the Enjoyment of a more ſublime and 
intellectual Happineſs : So that St. James had 
good reaſon to tell us, Ch. 1. 13. Let no Man 
fay, when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: 
for God cannot be tempted. with evil, neither 
tempteth he any Man. But every Man is tempted 
when. he is drawn away of his own Luſt, and 
enticed. For when Luſt hath concei v d, it bring- | 
eth forth Sin; and Sin when it is finiſhed, bring- 

eth:forth Death. And thus it is, as St. Paul ſays, 
that the H luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the 
Spirit againſt the Fleſb, and theſe are contrary 
tos one to the other. f i 
But tho there were 


- 


3 6 
no Contrariety or 


Oppoſition, between our Natural Inclinations, 


and the Duties of Religion, b Lam in our 
s to war againſt the Law af our Spi- 


J and Inſtability, of our own Hearts, 


ow unfixd and unſettled we are in our 
Reſolutions, . and how .Joon we are. apt to 


give over, and to grow weary in well-doing, 


3 


CFR 
think our: ſelves ſecure, or beyond the reach 
of Danger, ſo long as we are expos d to 
ſuch Temptations, as are in a manner in- 
terwoven in the very Frame of our Na- 
tures, and make up a conſiderable part of 
our ſelves. It is certain, that without habi- 
tual Holineſs, no Fleſb ſhall ſee the Lord; 
That tis only he who continues faithful un- 
to Death, that can expect a Crown of Life; 

and God himſelf hath told us by the Apo- 
ftle, that the Juſt ſball live by Faith; but if 
any Man draw back, his Soul will have no 
7 Nn, Hebr, 1. 358. 
Now, how unqualified and indiſpos d are 
the moſt of Men for performing theſe Con- 
ditions? How irreſolute and wavering, une- 
qual and inconſiſtent are our Purpoſes in 
purſuing after thoſe things we ardently de- 
ſire, and how ſoon are we ſurfeited of the 
Happineſs we propos d to attain by enjoying 
them? So deceitful and deſperately wicked 
above all things is the Heart of Man, and fo 
difficult and almoſt impoſſible it is for us, to 
know the dark Intricacies and Labyrinths 
that are in it. Thoſe things that appear'd 
ſome time ago agreeable and delightful, do 
now ſeem to have loſt their Beauty, with 
reſpect to us, and are become inſipid and 
taſtleſs, and rather ſerve to cloy than to 

ſatisfy us; nay, ſo deeply is Inconſtancy 
grafted in our Natures, and ſo apt are we 
to diſagree with our ſelves, in our Judg- 
7 ments 
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ments and Opinions of Things, that with- 
out any previous Examination, we often 


condemn what we approv'd of formerly, and 
again juſtify, what we once look'd upon to 
be unlawful. | 5 8 c 

And tho' one might reaſonably hope, that 
the practice of Piety and Virtue, might be 
ſufficient to ſmoorh all thoſe rugged Paths, 
and to red iſy the Irregularities of our cor- 
rupt Natures, ſeeing two things are recon- 


_ ciled in Religion, which never as yet met 


in any ſenſual Delight, namely, a long and 
full Enjoyment, and yet a freſh and perpe- 


tual Pleaſure; yet every Man's Experience is 
ſufficient to convince him, that as the Cor- 


ruption of his Nature keeps him at firſt from 


engaging in a Courſe of Holineſs, ſo the 
Fickleneſs and Inconſtancy of it hinders him 


from continuing and perſevering in that 


State, after he has begun. From hence pro- 
ceed thoſe faint and weak Reſolutions, of A- 
mending our Lives, which vaniſh 2s the 
Morning Cloud and the early Dew; that Cold- 
neſs and Deadneſs in our Devotions, fo 


that we cannot, at leaſt for any conſidera- 


ble Time, run the ways of God's Command- 
ments with Delight ; thoſe Cares and world- 
ly Anxieties, which come in like Satan, 
when the Children of God are met together, 
to interrupt and diſtract us, and keep our 
Thoughts from being fix'd upon their pro- 
per Object; ſo that many Mens Souls my 
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ſay unto them, as our Saviour to his Diſci- 


ples, What, could you not watch with us one. 
hour 2 So great Enemies are we to our ſelves, 


ſo formidable are thoſe Temptations we have 


to encounter with, and ſo difficult it, is to 


ſurmount ſuch powerful Adverſaries, that we 


have all reaſon to cry out with St. Paul, O 
wretched Men that we are, who ſhall deliver 


us 2 the body of this Death ? way 
ut, 2dly, The Danger of "Temptations 


will appear as yet more conſiderable, and 


the Difficulties of conquering them harder to 
be ſurmounted, if we refle& on the Educa- 


tion moſt People have in their younger Years, 


and what Effects it uſually produces on them, 
when they come to be immers'd in worldly. 
Affairs, and to have any ſort of Intercourſe 
with the reſt of Mankind ; and in general 
we. will find, that tho there were no un- 


happy Biaſs caſt upon our Reaſon and Paſ- 


ſions by natural Corruption; tho' we were 


born in a ſtate of Innocence, and altoge- 


ther free from that Curſe entail'd upon us 
from our Fore-fathers, yet the Generality of 
Men are educated after ſuch a Manner, are 

train d up when they are Children, in ſuch 


an unchriſtian Way, as muſt almoſt of ne- 
ceſſity determin them to be vitious, and from 


which, when they are old, they can ſcarce 
ever depart ; ſo that if natural Corruption 
has deſtroy'd its Thouſands, unhappy Educa- 
tion may juſtly be ſaid to * deſtroy d " 


5 


(ro) 


I do not pretend that all Parents are com- 
petent Judges of the Education of their Chil- 


dren; for the Errors that were committed 


in bringing themſelves up, and the un- 
frequent and only ſuperficial Obſervations 


they have made on the Tempers of Man- 
kind, may in a great meaſure render them 


uncapable of performing ſuch a Task as this, 
with any reaſonable proſpect of eee 
For to do this to the beſt Advantage, 
none of the leaſt Difficulties ; it requires low 
only great Sagacity to diſcern the particular 
Diſpoſitions of Children, but great Diſcre- 
tion to deal With them, and manage them, 
and likewiſe continual Care, and diligent At- 
tendance, to form them by degrees to Reli- 
gion and Virtue. | But notwithſtanding that 
arents may be defective in a great many 


things that might contribute towards a com- 


pleat Education of their Children, tho“ they 
do not know all thoſe hidden Springs and 
Principles which ſet their Paſſions à work- 
ing, nor the various irregular Tendencies of 


their Temper and Genius; yet there are o- 


ther plain and ſubſtantial Duties which they 
owe their Children, that are eaſily under- 
ſtood, and no Parent can vindicate himſelf, 
if he neglect to inſtruct them in the Know- 
ledge and Belief of them. 

Thus, none can be ignorant, but chat Chil- 
dren are eaſily wrought upon, whether by 
Hopes or Fears, 152 that the Seeds and 
POETRY Habits 
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(11) 
Habits of what kind ſoever, either of Vir” 
tue or Vice, are eaſily planted in their young 
and tender Natures; That they are obli- 
ged, by their Baptiſmal Vow, to renounce 
the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh; and 
therefore, that tis neceſſary to give God 
and Goodneſs an early Poſſeſſion of their 
Hearts, by teaching them to remember their 
Creator in the Days of their youth; That 


as they are to walk humbly with their God, 


and to fear and ſerve him all the Days of 
their Life, ſo likewife they are 'obligd to 
do Fuſtice, and love Mercy, to perform Acts 
of Charity and Beneficence towards their 
Neighbours, and to practiſe / thoſe amiable 
Virtues of Modeſty and Humility, Tempe- 
rance and Chaſtity with reſpect to them- 
ſelves. That Cuſtom being a Second Na- 


ture, in all probability the whole Courſe 


of their Life, will be tranſcribd from the 


Copy that is ſet them in their Youth ; and 
their Love either of Virtue or Vice, will 


be determin'd by the Biaſs that was given 
their Natures, before they came to uſe their 


| Reaſon, but in a very low and imperfect 


Degree. Again, no Parent can be ignorant, 


but that Children are apt to imitate what 


they hear or ſee, and moſt ready to be in- 


fluencd by the Example of their Parents, 


ſeeing they being the Heads of the Family, 
act with Authority, and ſilently recommend 
what they do to the Practice of their Chil 
e B 2 dren, 
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dren, who are after their own Likenels ; 
and therefore that tis a Duty incumbent 
upon Parents to practiſe Virtue and Holi- 
neſs themſelves, if they would wiſh to teach 
their Children effectually to do the like; 
and to make their Light ſo ſhine before 
their own Families, that they ſeeing their 
good. Works," may be provok'd to imitate 
them, and to gloriſte their Father which is in 
Hane. . . 
But who, is « ſufficient for theſe things? 
Hows many Parents are there that take care 
to diſcharge their Duty. conſcientiouſly to- 
wards their Children, by giving them a 
virtuous and religious Education? I do not 
ſpeak of all, ſeeing. there are ſtill ſome 
left, who, together with their Houſes, do 
ſerve the Lord; and ſhew their Children 
from their own Experience, the Beauty and 
Lovelineſs, the great and manifold Advan- 
tages of an early Piet yx. TY 
But I only ſpeak of the Generality, who 
_ inſtead of Bread, give their Children Stones; 
inſtead of Fiſh, Serpents ; and for an Egg, a 
| Scorpion; Who, whereas they ſhould inſtill 
In them the Principles of their Duty to God, 
their Neighbour, and themſelves, do only 
take care to beautify and adorn their Bodies, 
and encourage them to ſpend their time ei- 
ther in Idleneſs, which is the Bane of the 
Soul, or in hurtful, or at beſt, unprofitable 
Diverfions. Nay, how many ä 
1 „„ | there 


6130 
there that have the Poiſon vl Aſps under their 
Lips, who entertain ſuch Diſcourſes in the 
preſence of their Children, as are ſufficient 
to corrupt them both in their Principles and 
Morals ? who repreſent Avarice, Senſuality, 
Pride, and Diſſimulation to the beſt Advan- 
tage, and teach them to lye, to deceive, and 
to commit all kinds of Wickednels ? ſo that 
thoſe Children are ſo far from being well in- 
ſtructed, that they are corrupt from the ve- 
ry Womb, and have ſuck d in pernicious 

Principles, without knowing whether they 
be good or evil. Nor is the Example which 
moſt Parents ſhew their Children, better than 
the Inſtruction they give them; For their 
Diſcourſe moſtly runs upon Worldly Inte- 
reſts and Concerns, or unchriſtian Defama- 
tions, and an uncharitable and cenſorious 
prying into the Actions and Behaviour of 
their Neighbours. 1 | 

The Conſequence of all which is, this 
Child comes to go abroad into the World, 
and to be immers'd in the Affairs of this Life, 
he's corrupt by Nature, and made ten times 
more a Child of Wrath by Education: And 
what can be expected of him, when he is 
to encounter ſuch Temptations, as either the 
Company of his Fellow Creatures, or the 
Circumftances of Life he is in, do expoſe 
him to? Is it to be thought that God will 
Work a Miracle in Behalf of him, by cover- 
ing his Head in the Day of Temptation, up- 
e | on 


— 4 * . r 2 — © AT — A _—_— ws 
— FER eee eee on e ene eee een eee ks: S222 
*. 5 p , 


(14) 
; $ 


. FR, : „VF TY FOR 
on whom his Parents did not think fit to be- 


ſtow ordinary Means, a religious and virtuous 
Education? Is it to be believ'd that he will 
not cheat and defraud for Intereſt's ſake, and 


do every A& of Injuſtice, which the Ex- 
ample of his Wicked Parents render'd familiar, 


and almoſt natural to' him from his Infancy? 


Why ſhould not he conform himſelf to this 


World,” that was never transform'd by the 
wes opt and perfect Will of God? 
How ſhould he live, Soberly, Righteouſly, 
and Godly in this preſent World, "who has 
been taught from his Youth up, to live in 
Chamberrng' and Wantonneſs,”' Rioting and 


Prunkenne Ay Strife and Envy and ſeeing he 


never put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, what 
Thouldhinder him from making proviſſon for 
the Fleſh, to fulfil the Lifts thereof? 
. Tis: on all theſe accounts that Men are 
in ſo great danger from the Temptations that 


aſſault. them, and are ſo eafily overcome by 


them; ſo that many Children have been 
brought ar laſt to curſe the Paps that gave 


them, fuck, and the Day in which they were 


born; ſeeing they might have eaſily learn'd, 
in the Days of their Youth,” 25% things that 
belong to their Peace; but by the Negli- 
gence, and bad Example ef their wicked Pa- 
a "on 87.57 I D ; p 5.4 r EN 

rents, they are likely to be for ever hid from 
their Hees. Conſider this, all ye bat for- 


Fer God, oſt he teur gou in pieces, while your 


Children 
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Chila ren themſelves, . tho it were in their 
power, would have no Heart or Inclination 
to deliver you. 

But notwithſtanding the 28 po and 
Force of Temptations, and the dangerous 


Conflicts we | muſt have, in order to over- 


come them; yet it will appear, that we mag 
be more than Conquerors, thro' Chriſ. 

If, 2dly, we comply with the Method pro- 
pos d by him for obtaining a Victory, name- 
ly; Watching and Praying. And theſe Duties 
1 er conſider in a two-fold reſpoct. 5 


1 1 With l to | thoſe who are come 2 

ge, and bare attain d the Exerciſe of 
/ Reaſon. 

u. As they concern the Tounger Sort of 
People, who are not arriv'd at ſuch a 


2 Mäaturity, and whom Providence, on 


that account, has appointed to be un- 
der the Care and Taen, of thoſe 
RE that are. 


DE ft, 1 ſhall confider the Duties of 


| W atching and Praying, as they regard 8 


who are come to Age, and have attain'd 


Exerciſe of Reaſon; And then they imply 


* two things 3 


ins Our 2 from fer Sins, which 

is the only way to prevent our fall 
ing; into greater. And, | 
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2. Our fervent Prayer to Al 


it : 


And 1. Theſe Duties imply our abfain- 


ing from leſſer Sins, which is the only way 
to prevent” our falling into greater. | On this 
account, the Apoſtle, Heb. iii. 13. bids us 


exchort one another daily, while it is to day, 
left any of us be harden'd thro the De- 


certfulneſs of Sin; by which we muſt un- 


derſtand thoſe various Artifices and Strata- 


gems of Satan, whereby his Temptations 
and Deluſions obtain ſo eaſy an Admiſſion 


into the Souls of Men, and lead them Cap- | 


tive to Deſtruction ; He has his Wiles as well 
as his fiery Darts, and when he finds that 
he can do no harm in the ſhape of a roar- 
ing Lion, he can eafily transform himſelf, 
and put on the Subtilty of the Serpent, and 
by that means accompliſh, what he could 
not do in a ſtate of open Hoſtility ; rat is, 
by tempting Men to Sins of a leſſer kind, 
he brings them inſenſibly, and by degrees, 


to commit thoſe of a deeper Dye and Com- 


plexion : And becauſe he knows that we u- 


fually meaſure the Heinouſneſs of Sins, not 
from their own Nature, but from their Con- 


formity or Diſagreeableneſs to ours; he 


therefore, like a skilful Phyſician, takes 


care to proportion his bewitching Potion, to 
the Temper and Conſtitution of the Pa- 
SEE 2 0. FM tient, 


. ; mighty God, 
for the Grace and Aſſiſtance of his 
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jent, and never fails to gratify. Men in 
| thoſe things which are moſt agreeable to, 
their Fancies and Inclinations; and. When, 
by. their being ſufficiently inur'd to Vices 
of a leſſer kind, and habituated to the Pra- 
Rice of ſuch inſenſible Enormities, their Con- 
ſciences become harden'd, and loſe all ſenſe 
of Shame and the Fear of God, then he pro- 
ceeds with them by degrees, as he did with 
our Bleſſed Saviour, and notwithſtanding 
the Repulſe he met with from him Firſt 
of all, he only takes them up to the Pinacle 
of the Temple ; but when he finds a Scholar 
of any Proficiency in the School of Temp- 
tation, . he'll then preſent to him an exceed-. 
ing hgh Mountain, a Temptation,of the firſt 
Magnitude , bring him to commit Sins of 
the moſt heinous nature, and at laſt: to fall; 
down. and worſhp him. th 
_ Tis therefore in vain for a Man to think 
to ſet Bounds to himſelf in any thing that 
is bad; to reſolve to ſin in Number, Weight, 
and Meaſure ; for Sin in its Nature is ve- 
ry teeming and fruitful, and tho* there be 
no Bleſſing annex d to it, yet it does ſtrange- 

17 Leg and multiply. Thus, as the Son 
of Syrach rightly obſerves, he that con- 
| temneth . ſmall things, -ſhall fall hy little and 

little; The very leaſt is of a bewitching - 
Nature, has ſtrange Arts of Addreſs — 5 
Inſinuat ion, and if we give way to it, it 
will bring others that are greater along with... 
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for the very leaſt Sin diminiſhes our 
Live to God, and the Fear and Reverence 
we' owe him; ; and if we don't love Bim, 
how can it be expected we ne we. bis 
a rare et Rs | 


But 2. The bet and moſt efeual 
Means we can make ' uſe of, either for o- 
vercoming "Temptations, or avoiding them, 
is, by T vuring out our fervent Prayers to God 
; for the Afſtance of his Grace and holy 

Spirit; for without him we can do nothing. 

Our Saviour hath told us 20 42, and 
we. ſhall receive; to ſeek, and we ſhall nd; ; 
and ro knoc e, and it ball be open d unto us. 
Thus do's he offer us the Grace and Af 
ſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to help our 
Weakneſs, to ſtrengthen our holy Reſolu - 
tions, and to carry us thro* thoſe Tempta- 
tions, which of our ſelves we are not a- 
ble to conquer. b 
Indeed, When we EY: des” the bitt 

of the Thing, and the Weakneſs and Un- 
ſtedfaſtneſs of our own Minds, how apt we 
are to give over, when we meet with great 
Oppoſition and Reſiſtance, - we might juſtly 
+-be” diſcourag d in our Encountring Temp- 
tations, if we had nothing but dur own 
| Strength to truſt” to; büt God hath pro- 
miſed to ſtand by and ſecond us in this Con — 
Ali, and the Spirit of him that raiſed up 


| Feſus from the Dead, will work in us, and 
Help 
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ä ( 19) 
help our Infirmities. And *. He be for ts, 


who can ſtand againſt s? 
So that whatever Temptations we hope 


to overcame, whatever Deſigns - we form, 


whatever Reſolutions we make, they-ſhould 


all be accompanied with devout and fer- 
vent Prayer to God; and when our Prayers 


are employed to ſo good a- Purpoſe, when 
they proceed from ſo good a Caule, and are 


directed to ſo noble an End, we need not 


doubt but that they will be effectually an- 
ſwer d; this is asking according to God's 
Will, "and therefore We; may be e | 


he will hear us. 
And thus having ſhew'd you, in fo 


Words, the Duties of Watching and Pray- 


?ng, as the neceſſary Means preſcrib'd by: our 


Bleſſed Saviour, for overcoming Tempta- 
tions, and as they regard thoſe who are 


come to Age, and have attain d the Uſe of 


- Reaſon z I come now, 


In the Laſt place, to conkilcs. the 1 5 
Duties, with relation to the Younger wr 
of People, who are not arriv'd at ſuch 


Maturity, and whom Providence, on 15 


account, Jo appointed to be under the Care 

and Tuition of thoſe that are. | 
And here, I think, I may take it for 
ranted , that as in the Body Politick, a 
ingdom or Nation is compos d of pg 

ties, and thoſe Societies of Families, and 


thoſe F amilies of particular Perſons; ſo. in 
| D 2 "me 


S _ 
ͤ— A <4 


— ho" — . 
Wo ive — — 
ö eee eee Wa ARIA 
EN 
* 
5 
” 


— 


| ( 20 ) = | 
the Natural Body, the ſame Progreſſion is 
very obſervable, and ſuch as the Parts are, 
eh will che Five be 
Thus the Youth is made of the Child, 
and the Man of the Youth, and Old Age 
a - Compoſition of all the Three, and may 
be fitly compar'd to an Eccho, which re- 


tains ſomething of the Sound, and ſome 


languiſhing Remains of the dying Voice, 
when the Strength of it 1s ſpent and ex- 
Haufted; And therefore if we have any 


hopes to fee a virtuous and good Man, fit 


to encounter and overcome "Temptations, 


we muſt begin betimes to form the Child, 


and to give him thoſe early Impreſſions of 


God and Religion, which in all probabili- 


ty will never leave him, or forſake him, 
but will grow up with him and attend him 
to his Grave. On this account we are ad- 


vis d by Solomon, Prov. xxii. 6. to train 


up 4 Child in the way he ſhould go, and 


when he is old he will not depart from it. 


This is truly to watch over the Paſſions 
and natural Inclinations of Children, to 


bring them by degrees under the Govern- 
ment of Reaſon and Religion, and to make 


them ſerviceable to thoſe Deſigns for which 
God implanted them in their Natures. 
Now there are two Ways chiefly by 


which we can attain this Noble and Ex- 


cellent End, namely by Example, and In- 
> OY. i WE if : 128 3 5 
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For if, as we have already obſervd, 
the bad Examples of Parents, or of any 

others under whoſe immediate Inſpection 
Children are, have ſuch an unhappy Influ- 
ence upon them, if by - ſowing to the Wind 
they can expect nothing but to reap the 
Whirlwind, then it naturally follows, that 
their Good Example muſt produce 'a quite 
contrary Effect, and be the happy Means 
of giving them ſuch lovely and amiable 
Impreſſions of God and Religion, as will 
enable them to overcome "Temptations, and 
diſpoſe them to the Practice of Piety and 
Virtue, thro' the whole Courſe of their 
JJ%%%%%%% 
Erample has a predominant and univerſal 
Influence over all Sorts and Ranks of Peo- 
| ple, whatever Age or Sex they may be of, 
but its Force and Prevalence is much more 
conſpicuous and remarkable in Children 
than in any others; becauſe their Reaſon 
not being advanc'd to any Maturity, their 
Actions do not proceed from Reflexion, but 
are perform'd in Imitation of the Cuſtoms 
and Manners of thoſe they moſt intimately 
and familiarly converſe with; they are pure- 
ly Mechanical, and owing to the Incitements 
of their young and lively Imaginations, which 
are eaſily inflam'd and ſet on fire, with the 
Love or Hatred of any thing they hear 
or ſee in thoſe with whom they have any 
ee op” ateopourſey 5-1 0"0 19/7 rh OS 


And this ought to be a prudent Caution, 
not only to Parents and Tutors, but like- 
wiſe to all others, who converſe with Chil- 
dren, not to ſay or do any thing in their 
preſence, which is inconſiſtent with Chri- 
ſtian Purity and Modeſty ; leſt they may 


give an unhappy Biaſs to their Inclinations 
in favour of Vice, and either thro' Inad- 


vertency, or wicked Deſign, deſtroy one of 
thoſe little ones for whom Chriſt died. 


din in, ach I ide Mikogcriags of 


Children, and their being ſo eaſily overcome 


by Temptations, ſo frequently proceeds from 
their Ignorance of thoſe things that are necefſ- 


ſary to their Salvation; then certainly, oy 
hof 


inſtructing them in the Knowledge of t 


Duties which they owe to God, their Neigh- 
bour, and themſelves, we take the moſt ef- 


feftual Courſe to prevent or remedy the Er- 
rors that are uſually committed in their E- 
ducation, and to 3 Souls alive. 


The Deſign of propoſing the Doctrines 
and Truths of Chriſtianity to Children, is 
to beget in them a Love and Reſpect for 


them; and in order to that, we ſhould let 
them ſee their Certainty, their Importance, 


and their Uſe; it ought therefore to be 
carefully inculcated to them, that there is 
nothing more true and certain, nothing of 
greater Importance, or that concerns us near- 


er than Religion, and that in * 


(93) 
with it, all that we ſce in the World, 
of very little or no Conſequence ; king 
but Loſs and Dung, if compar'd to the -_ 
cellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt  - 
that it was reveal'd for no other End = 
to make us good, and to conduct us to the 
higheſt Pied) = 
By this Method, laſtruction wild ahiy 
terminate in Practice; By teaching them to 
know God, we ſhall excite in them à Love 
and Reverence towards the Supreme Being z 
By ſpeaking to them of Providence, we ſhall 
make them apprehend that God ſees every 
thing, and what reaſon we have to depend 
upon, and to fear him; By telling them 
the Hiſtory of the Bible, we ſhall make them 
obſerve in It hoſe various Events, the Effects 
of God's Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power, and 
Juſtice; By explaining the Dofrine of the 
Sacraments, we ſhould chiefly apply our 
ſelves, to make them andert what thoſe 
Sacred Inſtitutions oblige Chriſtans to, what 
an auguſt and venerable thing Ba ptiſn is, 
and what Purity is-requir'd in Thoſe who are 
Baptiz d; And fo, when we ſpeak to Chil- 
h Toh of Chrift and his Sufferings, of the Re- 
ſurrefion, and a future Judgment, of the Pu- 
niſb ments and Rewards of another Life, it will 
naturally beget in them devout Thoughts 
and Affections, by God's Grace ſtir them 
up to the practice of Piety and Holineſs, 
and. make them „ Remember their 
| Creator 
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Creator-i in the days of their Touth, while the 
Evil Days come not, nor the Tears draw mgh, 
when: they Hall ay, We have no Wee in 
them. 8 

It was for this End and Purpoſe, 165 
many pious and well-diſpos'd Chriſtians did, 
by voluntary Subſcriptions, firſt ere& Cha- 
raty-Schools, which, God be prais d, have 
ohtain d ſo univerſally over the Kingdom, 
that the Happineſs, as well as Glory of the 
Nation, ſeem to concenter in them; and I 
may venture; to Jay, that there is not, per- 
haps, 8 one thing that has contributed 
ſo much to the averting of thoſe Judgments, 
which we moſt; rig hteouſly bave deſerved , 
as ſuch publick, Nurſeries of Piet jy and: Re. 
luigion, wherein the Glory of God, the Sal- 
vation of Souls, and the Happineſs of So- 
ciety care promoted and advanc'd at the 
ſame time, and many poor Children are in- 


ſtructed in the Saving Knowledge of the 


_ only, True God, and, Zeſus Chriſt | whom . he- 
has ſentg, who otherwiſe might have become 
a Prey to Satan, and, fall'n a Victim to his 
implacable Malice. „„ 

This is truly a Work 1 welt ; 564 

comes the Dignity . of. human Nature, and 
brings Men to 4 nearer Reſemblance and 
Imitation of God himſelf, who is the Foun- 
tain of all Perfection; and the more we 
are like him, the tres Title we. have to 


enjoy - him. uit mar! This 


( 25 


This makes us approach nearer, to the 


ile the 771 | 
| 15 great Example of the Author and Fimſher of 
re in our Faith, who went about doing Good, and 


taught us, by his own Behaviour to little 
that Children, what Pity and Commiſeration we 
'  & ought to ſhew them; for He embraced them 
Cha. in his Arms, laid his Hands upon them and 
ileſſed them, and aſſures us at the ſame 
time, that of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. 
the But a remarkable Inſtance of this Chriſtian 
'  # Beneyolence we have here before us this 


ff Day, in 130 poor Children belonging to 
ted the Grey-Coat Hoſpital, who are lodg d, 
its, © fed, cloath d, and maintain d, and inſtru- 
J © Qed in the Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
5 ligion, as taught and profeſs'd in our moſt 
— 0 Excellent Church. Te 1 
o. And in order to qualify them for being 
Hr 22 uſeful and profitable Members of Society, 
wy they are taught ro Read, Write, and Caſt _ 
wb Acconpts, and brought up to uſeful La- 
85 bour, to inure them to Induſtry; and when 
5 fit, are put out Apprentices to honeſt Trades 
© and Employments: The yearly Expence of 
- all which, amounts to 2 Thouſand Pounds, 
on and upwards ; a large Sum, indeed; and 
tho many excellent Perſons contribute to- 
1 | wards it, yet not poſſibly to be made up 

: and completed, without your chearful and 

= _ charitable Supplies. This is- what I moſt. 

| earneſtly and preſingly recommend to you. 
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626) 
at this Time; and pray God, who bas the 
Hearts of all Men, as well as 9 Kings, in 
his Hands, that the Motives ' If + any, are 
needful) which 1 am to propoſe, may have 
their due Weight and Influence upon Jou. 
Shall I tell you. then, That 'Charity is ſo 
excellent a Virtue that when the grand In- 
quiſitivn at the laſt day thall come, the 
Queſtion will not be ake us, How long 


our Pra _— Hare been, or bow often We 


have ſaid Lord, Zord or What good Things. 


we have ſaid or heard; but what we 7 


done; What Aﬀs of 'Merey and Charit) 
have” erercisd to our diftreſs'd Bret hre * . 
on Earth, what Hung t 75 aue fed; What 

Naked we have cloat ed; BY Sick and 
what Priſoners, we Have "viſited „ Shall T 
repreſent to yon, that there is no fear of 

any Miſapplication of what you are pleasd 
to beſtow on theſe poor Children, ſeeing the 
Gdvernors of thi Mapa are, for the moſt 
pärt, Gentlemen b& the greareft Subſtance, of 
1nviolable . Honour, of a Sic Yilh'd Chara- 
Fer, of untainted Probity and Integrity, they” 
are remarkable for their unieerlaf 2 W and 
Good Wall to Mankind, and, in Imitation of 


their Bleſſed Maſter, 80 about doing good, 


"Shall I acquain . that Her late Ma- 


of Bleſſed Memory, 
did encourge this Hoſpital and the Contribu- 


tors, r 


Repre- 


(7 ) 
Repreſentative of God upon (ES and 5 
en Gracious. Governour of Men? | 
Fhall I inform you, that 25. Charity 1 
am pleading for, is no Parzy- Buſmeſs ? il it 
were, I. ſhould. not have the Confidence to 
appear for it, eſpecially in this Place ; and 
thoſe, who do otherwiſe, and proſtitute their 
Conſciences and Sacred Characters to vile 
and e wee worldly Deſigns. and Po- 
liticks, I pray God grant them Repentance, 
without which they can never expect For- 
giveneſs. But on the contrary, Chriſtians 
of all Denominations ought to agree in 
this Charitable Mork of ours, and contri- 
bute towards it, becauſe theſe Children are 
inſtructed, and brought up, in the Know- 
ledge and Practice of Chriſtian Principles 
and Cbriſtian Virtues, ſuch as Peace and 
Forgiveneſs, Brotherly, Love and Kindneſs, 
and univerſal Good. Will and Charity to all 
Men. eſpecially to thoſe that are of the 
Houſbold of Faith, Virtues amiable in the 
ſight of God, and of the greateſt Uſe and 
Advantage to Society. 8 
Shall I tell you, that theſe Children bear 
A very near relation to this Pariſh , and 
| conſequently. have a better Title to your 
Charity, as being educated in that Sh 
and maintain d on that Foundation which 
at firſt was laid, and continues to be ſup- 
poxted by Tour "A" 2 "This is fo m_ 
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ral, as well as reaſonable, that the very 
Houſes of our own building, and the Trees 
of our own planting, give us a more ſenfi- 
ble Delight, and we are more concern'd 
for their Preſervation, than we feel for o- 
thers ready provided to our hands. 


Shall I take the Liberty to tell you, that 


I was preſent at their Annual Examination; 


and would to God every one of this Con- 
. had been there alſo; for I muſt 


Tay, that every part of their Performance 
was ſo very ſurprizing, but withall ſo ex- 
-ceedingly delightful to me, that had the 


Pleaſure riſen to a higher degree, I muſt 


rather have ſuffer'd than enjoy'd the raptu- 


rous- Ecſtacies of ſuch a Tranſport. 
But what need I perſuade you to that 


by force of Argument, which 1 know by 


Principle you are already determin'd to do? 


I éought to conſider, that J am addreſſing 


my ſelf to an Engliſh Audience, and a true 
Engliſh Heart is always generous, and falls 
2 bleeding at the fight of ſo many alluring 


but craving Objects. 


' Inſtead therefore of any farther importu- 
ning Solicitations, in return for what you 


- have already done, and in confidence of what 
you are as yet do do, I ſhall conclude al! 


at this time in the Words of Moſes, Deut. 28. 


in which Pm ſure theſe poor Children will 


heartily joyn with me; 


Bleſſed | 
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Bleſſed may you be in the City, and bleſ- 
ſed may you be in the Field. Bleſſed be the © 
Fruit oT your Body, and the Fruit of your 
Ground; _ bleſſed may you be when you come 
in, and bleſſed may you be when you go out; 
may God command his Bleſſings upon you in 
your Store-Houſes, and in every thing you ſet 
your Hands unto; and to crown all your La- 
 bours, at the hour of Death, and in the 
day of Judgment, may the Lord deliver you. 


Which God of bis infinite M. ercy grant, 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to whom 
with the Father, & c. Ane 


may 
— — 
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0 Rules 200 o Devotion be 
*and Prattice. 1 ny Fats. The sth Edit. 
nd after the Sagrament. 


a, late Lord Biſhop ot. Win in the ti of 

his Sequeſtration, ; 5 N 8 
The Advantages of, Etucarim. Religious b vr Fak- 
Heal. In a Sermon preach'd at 8t. Margaret's Me. 
minſter, Fanua 13 1. 5. P i Day for the 
2 N hildren of the 
ie in Turhill. Heldt. And pub-- 


Grey 
Tha d at peg tar Noe 5 veſt, of the Gentlemen of the Ve. 
the 


'firy, Truſtees 


Hoſpital, and other Inhabitants * 
of the ſaid Pariſh. By f on Sg William, Lord 


Arch - Bp. of Dublin. 


A new Manual of Devotions ; 14 Three Parts, ©: 


Patt I. l yers for Families and prixate 
0 


Ferſons. Part II. Containing Offices, 1. Of H. 
bation. 2. For the Sick, 3. For Women with"CBILd. 


Fart III. Conſiſting of an Office for the Holy C. 
munion: To which are added, m re Occaſi onal 
Prayers. The Second Edition. 

_ Advice to the Readers of the Common-Proyer, | 
and to the People attending the ſame. With a Pre- - 


face concerning Divine Worſhip. Humbly offer d 
to Conſideration, for promoting the greater Decen- 


cy and Solemnity in performing the Offices of God's 


Publick Worſhip, adminiſtred according to the Or- 5 


der eſtabliſtid by Law 2 * us. By a well-mean- 
ing (tho' unlęatned) 
1 J. 8. The Fourth 


tion, Corretted. 
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